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I am no longer surprised that Satan is so greatly
pleased with this feast and solemnity,—as he declared
to the poor, wretched creature concerned therein,—
since in it all the internal and external faculties
apparently strive to render him a sort of homage and
acknowledgment. And it would seem that, of all
the ceremonies of the feast, he especially values this
one, where even the mind so labors in his behalf, as
may be seen in what follows.

As soon, then, as the Riddle is proposed, they im-
mediately strive to guess it; and saying, ‘‘ It is that,”
they at the same time throw the object to the person
who demands and announces his desires. If this is
really his thought, he exclaims that it has been found,
and thereupon there is rejoicing by all those in the
cabin, who manifest their delight by striking against
the pieces of bark that form the walls of their cabins;
at the same time the patient feels relieved; and this
happens as often as they find the desires of those who
have proposed them in Riddles. It was found in the
council that was held [150] as the conclusion of this
present ceremony,— where this matter was examined,
according to their forms and customs,—that a hun-
dred Riddles had been guessed this time.

But if what is guessed is not the answer of him
who has proposed the Riddle, he says that they are
near it, but that that is not it; he does not refrain,
for all that, from carrying away what has been given
him, in order to show it through the other cabins,
and thus make them see and understand better that
it is not that,—so that, by the exclusion of many
things, one is better prepared to tell whatitis. True,
he afterward brings back what was given him,—
either because his desire has finally been ascertained,



